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G A N G  V I O L E N C E  I S  A  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O B L E M  W I T H  C O M M U N I T Y  S O L U T I O N S

Young people who feel they are not

respected by their peers, families or

communities, may turn to gangs to

become stronger and protected. There

are many reasons for this, both

individual and systemic. The following

suggestions are offered as possibilities

within the control of families and

youth.

W H O  J O I N S
G A N G S / C R E W S  A N D
W H Y ?

Explain what might happen if they join

a gang. Tell them that they could be

physically harmed or pressured into

committing criminal acts that could

result in their arrest. Tell them that they

could lose their lives. » Make sure your

children are involved in healthy,

supervised activities, especially after

school. » Find out where your children go

in their free time. Get to know your

children’s friends and their parents. »

Get involved with your children’s

education and their schools. Encourage

them to study and stay in school. » Set

limits for you children and enforce them.

Tell your children they are special and

you are concerned about their safety.

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R
P A R E N T S

Be proactive. » Tell your parents, a

school counselor, or a police officer

immediately if you are approached

by a gang member attempting to

recruit you. » Let gang members

know you respect them but you are

not interested in joining a gang. »

Avoid areas where gang members

hang out. »Think about the future —

what kind of job would you like?

What do you have to do to get that

job? If you do not like your school,

talk to your family or counselor

about transferring. » Find others

who want to stay out of gangs.

Develop friendships with peers you

trust. Ask for help. Find a mentor.

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R
Y O U T H
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F O R  L O C A L

R E S O U R C E S ,

C O N T A C T

A Gang is a group of individuals that band together for a common cause and are

involved in criminal activity. 

The key to a safer community is

collaboration between residents and

their police department.. 


