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 Meeting started at 12:30pm  

After 30 minutes of networking and lunch.  

 

Meeting goal: OIC services: HEP, NFJ, Housing & Financial Services 

 

National Farmworkers Jobs Program  

 Presented by Janette Flores 

• Focuses on connecting farmworkers (FW)/ agricultural workers and youth who are 

dependents of farmworkers to support services for workforce training and technical 

school.   

• Question- Does working in agriculture means they need to touch produce?  

o It is dependent on the program, but some qualify without a need to touch 

produce. 

• Eligibility is dependent on the training program and participant receiving services 

or their household.  

o Enrollment is open until July 2023 & it renew years in July 

o Need a form of documentation  

*18 yr. old who doesn't work can qualify as a dependent of FW or agri. 

worker.  

---some work/training is paid 

--DACA eligible for program  

-Age range of participants: 14-24   

 

Housing and Financial Services  

  presented by Ana Torres  

o These services are available for families facing financial hardship to assist with basic 

housing needs. 

o There are various programs that different guidelines for the different funding 

sources. 

o An intake is begun to connect people to what services would benefit their 

households’ needs. 

▪ Rental Assistance is provided through Yakima County program after 

eligibility is determined.  

▪ Mortgage program is available to help households needing help and it is 

specific to their needs. 

▪ Energy efficiency program available to protect heating and cooling in the 

homes. Eligibility determined by residents of home and approval of property 

owner.   

▪ OIC will reach out to other services when needed. 

o Questions 
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▪ How long does the process take?  

• It depends on how soon the household can return the paperwork 

needed.  

• Intake application will be sent out or can be picked up in office. Once 

eligibility is established, then it will take 6-8 weeks for payment to be 

sent. 

• Emergency slots daily but need to be eligible for services for those 

facing eviction and utility shut-offs.  

o They will contact the vendor and promise payment to get 

services reconnected. 

▪ Immigration status is not a deter for services available so full Intake will be 

done and eligibility determined.  

▪ Eligibility based on income and need to be under 200% poverty level 

standard.   

• Determined by the income for last 3 months & encourage them to 

update when their situation changes and will reassess for the eligible 

programs and offer for all services available  

 

▪ The different funding programs are specific to different services areas. 

• Many programs focused on upper Yakima. 

• Lower valley resources for similar program can be found through 

YVFWC NCAC services.   

 

Highschool Equivalency Program  

 Presented by Youth Program Instructor 

• This program provides support services for adult learners who are working and 

support their families.  

▪ Non-traditional classrooms.  

▪ Ages 16+  

▪ Initial testing to determine eligibility or refer to best services. 

▪ English and Spanish services  

▪ Individual tutor assigned after acceptance to the program to specialize on 

participants time restrictions and needs. 

o GED 

▪ GED is remodeled in 2014 and is more difficult than before 

▪ Remote testing space available at OIC; all testing is online. 

▪ 4 tests need to be passed to get GED certification. 

o Volunteers in assisting with program can connect with OIC for more information. 
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Debrief: 

• OIC overview 

o OIC programs come from different funding sources so each has their own 

eligibility requirements.   

o Seeks to help ppl to get out of poverty by self-sustainable improvements. 

o All OIC programs fall under 4 focus areas: community services, nutritional 

and health services, education and career services, housing and financial 

services.  

o OIC works on addressing program service gaps in the geographical area and 

within their services competencies. 

o See below for materials handed out for additional information on OIC 

services. 

• Next Village meeting 

o OIC Youth Services presentation 

▪ Including Excel Campus and Open Gym sessions among others.  

 

• Group acknowledged a need for collaboration with youth-focused program 

extended beyond the City of Yakima.  

 

 

Meeting ended at 1:30pm  

 

Notes submitted by Felisa Gonzalez, DRC  

 






















